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The explorations along the African
coast guided by Henry heralded
the Age of Discovery.
Born in the city of Porto

in 1394, Prince Henry

was the fourth son of

Portuguese King John I.
His royal descent helped him
to accumulate considerable financial
resources. He read many books
and knew the reports about
earlier discoveries
to Asia such as
those of Marco
Polo, William
of  Rubruck

or the Arab

world traveler Ibn Battuta. Apart from his
participation in two campaigns against the
Moors in Morocco in 1415 and 1437, Henry
himself made no sea voyages, but owed his
name ,the Sailor* to his vibrant engagement
as a promoter of seafaring. As governor of
the Algarve province, he gathered some of
the most skilled cartographers, shipbuilders
and sailors of his time in his residence
at the city of Sagres. The voyages of
discovery initiated by Henry the Navigator
significantly expanded the knowledge of
navigation, cartography and shipbuilding,
and thus were of substantial importance for
all Portuguese discoveries which were to
follow later. Before Henry's time the Cape
Bojador, located in hostile environment
at the coast of the Sahara desert and
characterized by numerous rocks, shoals
and strong currents, was considered as the
western end of the world. After 15 failed
attempts, the Navigator Gil Eanes 1434
finally succeeded in circumnavigating the
Cape for the first time. Moreover, under the
guidance of Prince Henry the Navigator, a
new type of ship was developed based on

the medieval cog. This ship
was called the caravel
and sailed with
triangular lateen
canvasses on
initially  two,
and later three
masts, where
the anterior masts
sometimes also
used square canvas.
Because of the leaner
hulk and the lateen
sail the caravel could
cruise against the
wind much better
than previous ship
types. Due to the low draft beyond the
water line the caravel was also particularly
well-suited for expeditions to unknown
coastal waters. Portuguese captains and
pilots were dutybound on their travels to
collect all significant information about their
voyages and to report the new knowledge
in secret logbooks, the roteiros. During all
those ventures, Henry himself still believed
in medieval ideas of a crusade against the
Islam and hoped to encounter the kingdom
of the legendary Christian priest-king John
in Asia in order to unite their forces and
attack the Muslims from the east and west
at the same time. By his death in 1460
the Portuguese had colonized Madeira,
discovered the Azores and Cape Verde,
and had penetrated along the African coast
more than 2,000 nautical miles to about
the present-day Sierra Leone. 38 years
after the death of Henry the Navigator, his
innovations led to the discovery of the sea
route to India by Vasco da Gama and thus
finally established the status of Portugal as
a leading great power.




Dom Manuel was born in 1469 and,
with his nickname “the Fortunate”,
one of the greatest kings of
Portugal. Just three years after
his coronation, Vasco da Gama
discovered the maritime route to
India in 1498 which
had been sought
by many since
the days of Henry
the Navigator. On
the second voyage to
India in 1500, Brazil was
discovered and taken

possession of. :
Portugal managed

to become a

major world power,
and brought the
extraordinarily lucrative
spice trade under its control. From 1505
the Portuguese began to conquer territories
in India and to set up trading posts and
factories there. In order to manage the vast
colonial empire ‘Estado da india” effectively,
a viceroy residing in the Indian city of Goa
was established to govern the far-reaching
possessions directly from there. Under
King Manuel’s reign Portugal underwent an
unprecedented cultural flowering, known as
the Golden Age. Manuel built spectacular
buildings whose style was named after him
the Manueline style. Lisbon flourished as a
trading center for spices and other goods
from the East to become the richest and
most prosperous city of Europe. As the
overseas trade was a royal monopoly, in
particular Manuel benefited from this wealth
personally. To underline his importance
as a master of trade with India, Manuel
was accompanied on a regular basis by
a number of imported elephants when he

made his way processing to the
Lisbon Cathedral. In domestic
politics, Manuel | finally enforced
his power against the land
aristocracy and perfected the tax
system. However, his record was
stained by the expulsion of the
Jews who had been living in
the country since the age
of late antiquity, long

before the founding
of the kingdom of

Portugal. In 1492
some 60,000 Jews
were expelled

from the Spanish
countries and had
found refuge in
Portugal. In 1496,
Portugal also expelled
its Jews with the exception of those Jews
who agreed to get baptized. Manuel |
pursued the goal of uniting the three major
Iberian empires Portugal, Castile and
Aragon through arranged marriages. After
the death of the Spanish crown prince in
1497, his wife Isabella had been designated
heir to the Spanish throne; but she died of
complications soon after the birth of her first
son, Miguel, who died soon after as well.
After the death of his wife Isabella, however,
King Manuel again married a daughter of
the Spanish Regents, the Infanta Maria. But
instead of Maria, her older sister Joanna
the Mad inherited the Spanish crown, which
after her marriage to Philip | of Castile,
named Philip the Handsome, fell finally
over to the Habsburgs. Even with this new
ruling family Manuel | tied himself in a third
marriage when marrying Eleanor, a sister of
the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V, who at
the same time as Carlos | was king of Spain.




WBartolomew Dias

Bartolomeu Dias was probably a
descendant of Jodo Dias, who together

with Gil Eanes circumnavigated the
infamous Cape Bojador for the first
time. He is also believed to be a

descendant of the merchant and

explorer Dinis Dias, who was
amongst the first Europeans on
the way to Guinea who reached
the westernmost point of
Africa, located at Cape
Verde in present-day
Senegal. In 1481
Bartolomeu Dias
took part in an
expedition to
the coast of
Guinea. King

John Il in 1486 secretly instructed him to
find the southern tip of Africa, to sail around
it, and if possible to advance to India. In
the summer of 1487 he left Portugal with
a fleet of three ships. There were six
Congolese men on board who were brought
to Lisbon from a previous expedition, and
were given orders to explore the inland of
Africa to search for the legendary Christian
priest-king John. The fleet proceeded to
the southernmost point then known on the
coast of present-day Namibia. For security
reasons, the supply ship had previously
been left behind in the Walvis Bay and the
Africans were let aboard at the mouth of the
river Congo. Continuing the voyage, the two
caravels were driven to the south because
of strong northern winds and storms.
After sailing to the east for several days
with no land in sight and the temperature
dropping further and further, he turned to
the north and landed at the southern coast
of present-day South Africa. From there he
sailed to the east, and on 12 March 1488

=, he erected a stone pillar emblem (Padréo)

» at Cape Padrone claiming the land for
) the Portuguese crown. Finally, when
the coast followed a north-eastern
direction, he realized that he had
sailed around the tip of Africa and the
way to India was open. However,
as his crew became ill from scurvy
and threatened to mutiny, they
forced him to return back to
Portugal. On the way
back, he sighted the
Cape of Good Hope,
which he called
,Cabo das
Tormentas”
(Stormy
Cape). Back
in Walvis Bay, Bartolomeu Dias found his
supply ship with only four men still alive.
After more than 16 months, he entered the
port of Lisbon in December 1488. King John
Il appointed him as the top administrator
of the royal trade and tax authorities. He
also decreed that the southern tip of Africa,
discovered by Dias, should bear its present
name “Cape of Good Hope”, by which it
was expected to find the long-sought route
to India soon. In the preparation of the
later first voyage to India under Vasco da
Gama, Dias acted merely as a consultant
and was responsible for the preparation
of nautical charts and for the outfitting
of ships. It was only the second Indian
expedition, under the command of Pedro
Alvares Cabral, when Bartolomeu Dias re-
appeared as a captain in active service.
During the circumnavigation of Africa, Dias'
ship was lost in a heavy storm. He died on
29 May 1500 near the Cape which he had
discovered, together with all his crew in the
watery sailor’s grave.




Ysco da Gama

Although Bartolomeu Dias had
already circumnavigated the
southern tip of Africa some

years earlier, it was Vasco da
Gama, born around 1469, who was
commissioned by King Manuel | to
explore the last missing section of
the spice route to India. On July
8, 1497 his fleet of four
ships and a crew of 160
left Lisbon. To take
advantage of
better wind
conditions, da
Gama sailed far
to the west crossing the Atlantic Ocean in
a sweeping course and reached the west
coast of South Africa on November 4th.
Subsequently, he circumnavigated the Cape
of Good Hope in a wide arc and followed the
East African coast. In April 1498 he arrived
in Mombasa, where Arab merchants tried
to prevent him from continuing the journey.
Vasco da Gama sailed, however, to the East
African city of Malindi, where the Sultan
supplied him with a navigator for the trip to
India for disposal. On May 20, 1498 Vasco
da Gama landed in India near Calicut on
the Malabar Coast. For the first time India
had been reached by sea around Africa.
Vasco da Gama arranged a trade treaty
with the Zamorin of Calicut and left on 8th
October to his return journey, laden with
precious spices. On September 9, 1499 he
entered the port of Lisbon, where he had a
triumphant welcome. The second expedition
to India was led by Pedro Alvares Cabral
who discovered Brazil on this occasion, and
the third trip in 1501 was commanded by
Jodo da Nova. It was only the fourth journey
to India that was again under the command

of Vasco da Gama. In 1502 he set
out with 21 heavily armed
vessels. Immediately after
his arrival in Indian waters, VVasco
#) Gama had to defend himself against

a fleet of more than 100 mostly small
Indian and Arab ships. Avoiding
being boarded by
. €nemy ships and
using effective
cannon fire,
da Gama
almost
completely
destroyed
the enemy fleet. In 1503 the Portuguese
built Fort Manuel in Cochin which was the
first European fort on Indian soil. Back in
Portugal Gama became member of the
royal court and was exempted from all fees
and taxes on trading goods from India in
1513. Vasco da Gama later ascended to the
nobility and was granted the title of a duke
in 1519. In December 1521, King Manuel
died. His successor, John lll, intended to act
against the spreading of mismanagement
and corruption in the colonial empire, and
to use Vasco da Gama’s experience for
that aim. Appointed as the Viceroy of India,
Vasco da Gama took course to India in 1524
together with his two sons. After his arrival
in Goa, he replaced almost all commanders
of the Portuguese fortifications and
enforced the regular payment of soldiers.
But the viceroy da Gama became ill and
died just three months after his arrival on
Christmas Eve in 1524 to an “infection of
the neck region.” In 1538 his remains were
transferred at the behest of his son Pedro
da Silva to Portugal.




Cabral was born in 1467. He came
from a minor noble family and
received a fine education at the royal
Portuguese court. After the maritime
route to India had been discovered
by Vasco da Gama, King Manuel |
appointed Cabral as commander
of the second Portuguese
expedition to India.
With 1,500 men on
13 ships his fleet

headed to India
on March 9, 1500.
Among his men

were famous sailors
like Bartolomeu Dias

and Nicolao Coelho, who had already
participated on the first visit to India by
Vasco da Gama. To escape the adverse
currents and winds along the African coast,
Cabral swung out his ships in a wide arc
to the west. The fleet drifted to the coast
of the then unknown lands of Brazil, and
Cabral claimed the land on April 22, 1500
for the Portuguese crown. Some historians
believe that Cabral chose the route to Brazil
intentionally, as the existence of land in this
sea area had already been known to the
Portuguese before, but had not been made
public. The Treaty of Tordesillas in 1494
under guidance of the pope split all already
discovered and yet to be discovered areas
“for all time” in a Spanish and Portuguese
zone of influence. The demarcation line ran
in a north-south direction and, as it should
turn out later, split the South American
continent between the two powers as well.
Cabral sent a ship back to Lisbon to submit

the news of the discovery and seizure
of Brazil to the king. As proof
parrots, macaws and Brazilian
wood were carried on board.
Cabral himself continued his
journey to India. On 29 May
1500 he lost four ships in severe
storms south of the Cape of Good
Hope, including their crews and
Bartolomeu Dias. Finally,
only six ships arrived
on July 16 to the port
of Sofala in current-
day  Mozambique.
While continuing the
Portuguese captured
a vessel with Arab
sailors, including an uncle of the Arab
ruler of Malindi. Since he was treated
well, Cabral could take two Arab pilots on
board in Malindi, and headed for India. On
September 13, 1500, the fleet landed in
Calicut. But since the arrival of Vasco da
Gama two years ago, the Arab merchants
had learned that their monopoly of Indian
trade with Europe was in danger. Soon
the battles commenced where Cabral lost
around 50 men. In retaliation, he sat the
Arabian ships in port on fire and bombarded
the city with his ships’ cannons. He then
sailed to Cochin, an avowed opponent of
Calicut, and he was warmly received by
the Raja there. Following royal orders he
erected factories in both cities to enhance
trade between Portugal and India. His ships
laden with precious freight, Cabral returned
to Lisbon on June 23, 1501 with only four
ships. In Portugal, Cabral retired to his
estates in Santarém. There he died in 1526
and was buried in a monastery.




Born in 1453, Afonso

Albuquerque spent his youth at
the royal court of Portugal. In his
early years he took part in the
war against Castile,
and participated
in campaigns
against the Turks
and in Morocco. In
1503, Albuquerque
became commander
of a Portuguese
fleet to India. In
several battles
the Portuguese defeated the troops of
Calicut supported by the Muslims, and
established first trade relations with Quilon
on the southern tip of India. In July 1504
Albuquerque returned with a rich cargo
of spices to Portugal. In 1506 he was
appointed as the second Governor of
all Portuguese possessions in Asia and
became commander of a squadron in a
fleet under Tristdo da Cunha. On the East
African coast, Albuguerque separated from
da Cunha, who took his course directly to
India. Despite the successful seizing of
enemy vessels and the looting of several
large trade cities on the coast of the Arabian
peninsula, the friction between Albuquerque
and the captains of his fleet increased, so
that he finally had to sail to India in 1508.
The former governor Francisco de Aimeida
refused to abandon his office and held
Albuquerque under arrest. With the arrival of
a new Portuguese fleet, he was finally freed
in March 1509 and the royal appointment
as governor was confirmed. With the defeat
of an Indian-Egyptian-Arabian fleet in the
port of Diu, the Portuguese strengthened
their naval supremacy that from then on
was unchallenged in the Indian Ocean. The

commercial towns along the Arabian
Peninsula and the East African coast
never recovered from this setback,
and the Arab spice trade was almost
completely extinguished. The city
of Goa was finally conquered
in 1510 and became the
capital of Portuguese
India and the seat
of the Portuguese
viceroys.

Albuquerque’s
next goal was to
subdue the thriving port city of Malacca,
which controlled the route to the spice
islands located east. The Sultan of Malacca
could not oppose the ship’s cannons of the
fleet of 16 ships, and after several weeks of
heavy fighting, the town was finally captured
on August 24, 1511. On the return trip to
Goa in 1512, Albuquerque lost his flagship
laden with precious cargo and was barely
able to save his life. 1513 he again led a
successful war of looting in the Red Sea.
Although he failed in the siege of Aden, he
occupied the island of Hormuz in 1515,
which was developed into a strong fortress
and controlled the entrance to the Persian
Gulf. With only a few human resources
Albuguerque managed to lay the foundations
for a permanent Portuguese colonial empire
in Asia. He never commanded more than
4,000 troops, and the departments of justice
and administration in Goa had to rely on
loyal Indian officials. Despite his success,
Albuquerque was eventually the victim of a
plot inside the Portuguese royal court and
deposed in 1515. Only a few days after he
came to know about his deposition, he died
on the way back from Hormuz to Goa at
anchor in front of his capital.




Francesco

Saint Francis Xavier was born in
1506 in Pamplona, situated in the
Spanish province of Navarra. He
studied in Paris at the Sorbonne ¢
from 1525 and was among the

first to join Saint Ignatius Loyola.

Together with Loyola and five
others, he founded the Society of
Jesus in 1534 in a small chapel in
Montmartre. After being ordained
1537 in Venice, he later served
as Ingnatius’ secretary
in Rome and helped
to prepare the first
draft of the Jesuit

Statutes. At that

time Europe was

shaken by the Reformation initiated
by Martin Luther. The Catholic Church
reacted to the massive inflow of Protestant
movements with an internal renewal. The
newly formed Society of Jesus supported
the reform movement within the church,
with the aim of spreading, consolidating
and defending the Catholic faith. In 1539,
the Portuguese King John Ill appealed to
the Pope asking for missionaries for the
Portuguese possessions in Asia. Appointed
as a Apostolic Nuncio for the whole of Asia,
Xavier arrived in India on May 6, 1542. For
three years he worked with great success
in Goa with the pearl fishers in the southern
Indian region and in Travancore. Many
Indians were baptized; however, it was
often only out of opportunism while still
obeying their ancient rituals. The missionary
Francis Xavier was disappointed and then
worked from 1545 in Malacca and on the
Spice Islands discovered further east. In
Malacca, he met a Japanese man, whose
reports convinced him to bring the Christian
faith to Japan. He arrived in the Japanese

port of Kagoshima on August 15, 1549
and was the first Christian missionary
in Japan. Francis Xavier spent about

three years in Japan and founded a

lively Christian community. However,
his attempts to get an audience with
the Japanese Emperor failed
and he was never admitted
to the court. After he had
established a group
of Jesuits as his
successor, he next
tried to bring the
Christian Gospel
to China. But
at that time
the entry of
foreigners into China was strictly prohibited
and he could not enter the Chinese
mainland. At the age of 46 years Francis
Xavier died on an offshore island in the
Bay of Canton, and found his final resting
place in 1554 in Goa. His letters which were
printed in 1545 left a great impression in
Europe. He was canonized in 1622 and is
today not only known as a founder of the
Society of Jesus, but also as a pioneer of
contemporary Catholic Mission. For Xavier
the adaptation to the customs and habits
of a foreign people were very important.
A comprehensive organization of mission
activity, periodic reports, the building of
schools and the inclusion of local auxiliaries
characterized his missionary work. Sao
Francisco Xavier is considered to be the
patron saint of India as well as of Roman
Catholic missionaries in foreign lands and
of the savvy traveler. He is called on to
protect against storms and pestilence, and
is prayed to for a good hour of death.




